
There are two realities when it comes to who has power in DC to make key decisions on HIV/AIDS—
appointed and elected federal officials versus the invisible networks of alliances, favors and friends 
that really make things happen. We would only dare attempt to map the first.

The new Obama administration was still getting settled in as we went to press. Former Senator 
Tom Daschle was in to head the Department of Health and Human Services—then he was out.  
Ambassador Mark Dybul had been asked to stay on as global AIDS coordinator, then Hillary Clinton 
was confirmed as secretary of state and Dybul (along with other Bush appointees) was asked to  
resign. Rumors on other power players include Eric Goosby of Pangea Global AIDS Foundation  
replacing Dybul and New York City health commissioner Thomas Frieden heading the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 

Given all that, rather than name names, we created an organizational chart of areas in the federal 
government with a major role in HIV/AIDS policy. Some are obvious (like the CDC, the FDA and the 
NIH). Others, less so. (For example, the Health Services Division of the DOJ handles HIV-positive pris-
oners, and the Public Health Strategic Health Care Group of the VA handles HIV-positive veterans.) 

Oh, what a tangled web government weaves. Could this be why we have no national AIDS strategy 
(yet)? This chart clearly shows why we need a federally coordinated effort to stop AIDS in America.
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